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CLAIMS 

1. A method of managing a set of clients in a distributed 

computer network having a management server, comprising the steps 
of: 

associating a manager object to each application type on a 
given client, the manager object including a registry having a 
set of one or more elements, wherein each element includes 
information representing a context of an application instance; 
and 

managing all instances of the application through the 
manager object. 

2 . The method as described in Claim 1 wherein the given 
client supports a dataless management framework. 

3 . The method as described in Claim 1 wherein the dataless 

management framework includes a local agent that is controlled by 
the manager object to manage the application instance. 

4 . The method as described in Claim 1 wherein the element 
includes information identifying a client node. 

5 . The method as described in Claim 1 wherein the element 

includes information identifying a directory where the 
application instance is installed. 
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6 . The method as described in Claim 1 wherein the element 

includes information identifying a name of a resource where the 
application instance is installed. 

7 . The method as described in Claim 1 wherein the 
application type is discovered by the manager object. 

8. The method as described in Claim 1 further including 

the step of discovering the application type prior to associating 
the manager object. 

9 . The method as described in Claim 1 wherein the manager 
object is managed by the management server. 
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10. A method of managing a set of clients in a distributed 

computer network having a management server, comprising the steps 
of: 

for each client, establishing a set of manager objects, 
wherein each manager object is associated with a given type of 
application to be managed; 

responsive to management operations initiated at the 
management server, managing a given client using the set of 
manager objects established for that client. 

11. The method as described in Claim 10 wherein the given 
client supports a dataless management framework. 

12 . The method as described in Claim 11 wherein the 

dataless management framework includes a local agent that is 
controlled by the set of manager objects for the given client. 

13 . The method as described in Claim 10 wherein each 

manager object includes a registry comprising a set of elements, 
wherein each element includes information representing a context 
of an application instance. 

14. The method as described in Claim 13 wherein the 

information comprises a client node identity, an installation 
location, and an installation identifier. 
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15. The method as described in Claim 10 further including 
the step of discovering the application type. 

16. The method as described in Claim 10 further including 

the step of registering the application type with the manager 
object. 
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17. A manager for use in managing an application type, the 

manager executing on a client machine, comprising: 

a registry comprising a set of one or more data elements, 

each element including information representing a context of an 

application instance; and 

a control routine (a) for intercepting a query directed to 

the client machine, (b) for modifying -the query as a function of 

the information; and (c) for redirecting the modified query to 

the client machine to target management of the application 

instance . 

18. The manager object as described in Claim 17 further 

including a routine for discovering application types executing 
on the client machine. 

19. The manager object as described in Claim 17 wherein the 
information identifies a client node. 

20. The manager object as described in Claim 17 wherein the 

information identifies a directory where the application instance 
is installed. 

21. The manager object as described in Claim 17 wherein the 

information identifies a name of a resource where the application 
instance is installed. 
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22. A computer program product in a computer -readable 

medium and executable on a given computer for use in managing an 
application type executing on a client machine, comprising: 

means for intercepting a query directed to the client 
5 machine for managing the application type; 

means for modifying the query with information representing 
a context of a given application instance identified in the 
query; and 



10 machine to target management of the given application instance 
* ( y directly. 



means for redirecting the modified query to the client 
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23. A framework for managing a set of clients, comprising: 

a management server to which the set of clients are 
connectable ; and 

for each client, a set of manager objects, wherein each 
manager object is associated with a given type of an application 
to be managed at the client, and N is responsive to management 
operations initiated at the management server for managing one or 
more application instances directly. 
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